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Well, I finally turned my air conditioner on at home.  I always cross my fingers it doesn't catch 
fire and do just the opposite I was intending. Fortunately I know a guy!!!

Be sure to check our list of upcoming events in which we could partake. Karen emailed the list 
on the 16th. Didn't get it. Let me know.

Our 16 May meeting was under cover of shelter, but the weather was great. This year should be 
great. As usual, we had more yummy things to eat. 



Top 10 Indy 500 Corvette Pace Cars of All Time! 

By Cameron Aubernon 

Since 1978, Corvette pace cars have lead the Indy 500 17 times. In honor of number 18, 
here the 10 ‘Vettes that blew us away!

Though the Corvette debuted in 1953, it had to wait almost 30 years before leading the field of 
33 on the greatest stage of Memorial Day weekend, the Indy 500. In between, Chevy fielded a 
’55 Bel Air, a ’67 Camaro, and a ’69 Camaro SS. Meanwhile, Cadillac sent the unlikeliest ride 
to pace the field in 1973, when the Eldorado was chosen.

However, the 1978 Indy 500 welcomed its first Corvette for pace-car duty. The 2021 running 
this Memorial Day weekend will be the 18th time the powers that be bestowed the honor upon 
the ‘Vette. Thus, we give you our 10 favorites to lead the field of 33 around Indiana’s most 
famous track.   The very first Corvette Indy pace car held it down for the 62nd Indy 500 in 
1978, driven by 1960 Indy 500 winner Jim Rathmann. Chevy itself was so excited to build the
special ‘Vette, it planned to make 2,500 copies before deciding on a minimum of 6,200, one for 
every one of the Bow Tie’s dealerships at the time. 

10) 1978 – 62nd Indy 500

9) 1986 – 70th Indy 500

Eight years later, the C4 Corvette led the 70th anniversary edition of the 500, piloted by the 
man who broke the sound barrier himself, General Chuck Yeager. This
was also the first time a convertible ‘Vette took on the task, already under
the spotlight as the first convertible since 1975.

Unlike ’78, though, Chevy declared all of their Corvette production for
1986 to be Indy pace cars. Thus, all anyone needed to do was ask their
dealer some some stickers to make their ‘Vette (almost) like the yellow one 

8) 1995 – 79th Indy 500

While the C4’s first appearance was relatively staid, the final one would be outstanding. With 
then-Chevy GM Jim Perkins behind the wheel, the ’95 Corvette convertible rocked a two-
tone Dark Purple Metallic-and-Arctic White scheme with an LT1
under the hood, and a set of ZR-1 wheels shod in yellow-letter
Goodyear Eagles.

In the showroom, only 527 copies left Bowling Green, 415 of
which went to the top Corvette dealers to attract potential ‘Vette
buyers. Instead of a purple roll bar, though, a white soft top
protected heads from the bright sun and rain. An electronic AC and a Delco/Bose stereo 
completed the limited-edition package, one of the last before the C4 left production in 1996.

https://www.chevrolet.com/performance/corvette
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/author/caubernon/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/how-tos/slideshows/1995-corvette-indy-500-pace-car-has-barely-seen-the-road-624656
https://www.corvetteforum.com/how-tos/slideshows/ls7-swapped-pro-touring-corvette-c3-646763
https://www.corvetteforum.com/how-tos/slideshows/last-corvette-daytona-race-car-prototype-pops-up-for-sale-651825
https://www.corvetteforum.com/how-tos/slideshows/1978-corvette-pace-car-is-amazingly-well-preserved-564276
https://www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com/events/indy500


7) 1998 – 82nd Indy 500

Three years later, the then-new C5 Corvette arrived at Indy with the wildest color combo ever 
conceived. Built in honor of the Corvette’s 20th anniversary of pacing the Indy 500, the pace 
car featured yellow seats, yellow wheels, yellow graphics, and Radar Blue (really a metallic 
bluish purple) paint. The LS1’s 345 horses were more than enough for
the job, though it received 25 more to separate it from the replicas (in
case Parnelli Jones wanted to flog the ponies on the oval).

Just 1,158 replicas left Bowling Green in ’98, a $5,039 option ($5,804 with a
manual) including an upgraded sound system, anti-theft, and stability control. It’s
hard to miss this special ‘Vette on the street, for sure.

6) 2002 – 86th Indy 500

A preview of the 50th Anniversary Edition Corvette for 2003, the 2002 Corvette arrived at 
Indy with a color scheme Corvsport says designers would refine before the 2003 model year. 

Though no replicas were built (as it was just a preview of the 50th 
Anniversary Edition), the public did get to see this ‘Vette lead a field 
dominated by Chevy by the end of the 86th Indy 500, including the entire
podium. 

5) 2004 – 88th Indy 500

While 2002 was a preview of a major milestone for the Corvette overall, the 2004 Indy 500
pace car was one of the last milestones for the C5 Era before giving 
way to the C6 Era for the 2005 model year. Like 2002’s car, no replicas 
of the 2004 version were officially shipped out of Bowling Green.

It did, however, feature Morgan Freeman behind the wheel, likely 
narrating how far the ‘Vette came in just over five decades. It was also the 

first to carry a marketing campaign, Chevy’s “An American Revolution,” and the first to kick-
off a consecutive run of appearances by America’s sports car.

4) 2006 – 90th Indy 500

With since-disgraced cycling star Lance Armstrong behind the
wheel, the 2006 C6 Corvette Z06 led a field of 33 Honda-
powered machines to the bricks for the 90th edition of the Indy
500. It, too, carried the “An American Revolution” upon its
body, featuring an all-American motif with the big red Bow Tie
on the hood. Because the Z06 already had the power needed for
pacing the race, only strobe lights and safety gear were needed to get it ready. 

https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/c7-corvette-z06-callaway-sc757-is-one-stunning-thrilling-drop-top/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/top-10-best-looking-corvettes-of-all-time/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/top-10-best-looking-corvettes-of-all-time/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/top-10-best-looking-corvettes-of-all-time/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/top-10-best-looking-corvettes-of-all-time/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/corvette-of-the-week-a-very-special-50th-anniversary-editon/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/how-tos/slideshows/1998-c5-indy-500-pace-car-is-still-brilliant-621011


3) 2008 – 92nd Indy 500

Just before a different sort of 1-2 punch knocked the wind out of the economy for a few years, 
Chevy brought a 1-2 punch to the 92nd Indy 500 with a
pair of Corvettes. The first was a concept Z06 draped in
green, running on E85. The second, a tribute to the ’78
Corvette Indy pace car, stuck with gasoline. A total of 500
replicas of the latter left Bowling Green that year, each
signed by two-time Indy 500 winner Emerson Fittipaldi,
who drove the E85 ‘Vette prior to the first green flag. 

2) 2017 – 101st Indy 500

Well into the C7 Era, the 2017 Corvette Grand Sport kicked off the second and current 
consecutive run of ‘Vettes to lead the 500. Packing the Z07
handling package into its suitcase, the white Grand Sport
with the bold graphics was the 28th Chevy overall to
appear on Memorial Day weekend since 1948. 

1) 2020 – 104th Indy 500

You can’t just introduce a revolutionary Corvette without giving it the opportunity to lead the 
greatest race of May during its debut year. Though the pandemic did delay the 104th Indy 500 
to late August, it was well worth the wait to see the C8 Corvette make use of its rear mid-
engine configuration. Even if we all had to see it on our TV screens. 

https://www.corvetteforum.com/how-tos/slideshows/chevy-debuts-new-low-profile-c8-spoiler-for-2022-651827
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/grand-sport-proper-sports-car/
https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/should-you-run-e85-in-your-corvette-east-coast-supercharging-offers-a-few-tips/


Who said there were no 
girl mechanics 50 years 
ago!!
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